It is easy being green

‘Think global, act local’ is the catch-cry
of Adelaide-based environmentalbiologistand
author, Jean Cannon. Her new title, It Is Easy
BeingGreen:SimpleStepsToHelpYourBusiness
Help The World outlines simple steps to assist
small to medium-sized businesses meet their
environmental impact targets.

Jean has more than 20 years of experience
inmanagement,qualityassurance,government
advisoryandcommitteeplanning.Hercompany
Enviro Action helps businesses to implement
practical and cost-effective environmental
management systems.

ThebiggestbenefitofasuccessfulEMSisthe
culture change that takes place. There is better
communication and a more aware workforce,
but one of the biggest cost savings comes from
identifying waste and better waysto manageit.

“Waste is not just the rubbish that is put out.
Itis excess power used; it is paper used on only
one side; it is buying too much of something
and wasting part; itis wasting time and wasting
effort,” Jean says.

“Anything that is not adding value to your
productorserviceiswaste.Preventingthiswaste
directly improves your bottom line”

Certification may offer new business
opportunitiesinmarketingadvantagesoraccess
to markets that are closed to non-certified
producers.

EMS also projects a good corporate image
and builds awareness of a firm’s environmental
concern amongst employees.

Jean works within the guidelines of the ISO
14001 certification system - the international
framework for achieving environmental and
financial gains.Jean’s consultancy isamong the
mostsuccessfulinAustraliaathelpingbusinesses
achieve ISO certification.

Themostcommonmythaboutimplementing
ISO 14001 environmentalmanagementsystems
is that it adds an enormous overhead to the
business.Manybusinesspeoplealsoperceivean
EMS as just more compliance thatisn't essential
to running their business.

“Businesses want to do the right thing;
what they don’t want is to get bogged down in
aspects, impacts, objectives, targets and non-
conformances. You must keep it simple,” Jean
says.

“Smallbusinessesneedhelptogetacrossthe
initial costbarriersofimplementingan EMS.The
outcomes are well worth the effort”

A'onesizefitsall'approachtoenvironmental
management, onethatcanbehanded outtoall
businessesandindustries,isn'tpossiblebutthere
aresmallstepsthatallbusinessesandindividuals
can take to make a start.

Businesses can take simple steps like:

+ Turningoffcomputers,monitors, printersand
phone chargers at night to reduce power
consumption;

- Turning off lights at night time and having
a timer set motion detector switches for
passages, store rooms and stairwells;

+ Usinglowenergylightglobesandminimizing
the use of air conditioners and heaters
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“The first step needs to be a full review or
brainstorm of every activity in the business.
Unlessyoudothisproperly,youcannotmanage
all the issues,” says Jean.

ItIsEasyBeingGreenoutlinesthesimpleways
in which businesses of all sizes can effectively
implementenvironmentalmanagementsystems
thatcanhelpreducetheirenvironmentalimpact
whilstat the same timeincreasing productivity,
longevity and financial gains.

“The world as we know itis changing and all
of us, businesses and individuals alike, need to
understandtheimpactwecreateandcontribute,
and better rectify our business procedures to
leave as little mark as possible,” Jean says.

@ GOLD PAGES Member
Environmental Consultant — Page 107

jean ¢ annon

easy being green

w LR e o

Available for sale now at

sbusiness BOOKS

in-business.com.au/store/books

91



